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ECB Bank Lending Survey: it’s a demand
thing

Industry Overview

A demand shock 24 October 2023

The ECB released the 3Q 23 Bank Lending Survey on 24 October. It shows tightening Equity
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Exhibit 1: banks only cut High Quality
Liquid Assets by 25% of the ECB balance
sheet reduction

Changein ECBassets and bank HQLA, year
toJune 2023 (€ bn)
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Refer to important disclosures on page 7 to 9.
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Key charts

Exhibit 2: Rate hikes are good for banks
Impact of ECB interest rate decisions on euro area bank profitability, (net percentages of banks; over the past
six months and the next six months
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Exhibit 3: Rate of credit tightening to corporates is slowing quickly
Changes in credit standards applied to the approval of loans or credit lines to enterprises, net percentages of
banks reportinga tightening of credit standards and contributing factors
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Exhibit 4: Corporate loan demand is notably weak though
Changes in demand forloans orcredit lines to enterprises, net percentages of banks reportingan increasein
demand, and contributing factors
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Exhibit 5: Household loan demand also poor

Changes in demand forloans to households for house purchase, net percentages of banks reportingan
increasein demand, and contributing factors
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Exhibit 6: Bank funding experience has been very stable
Banks’ assessment of funding conditions and the ability to transfer credit risk off the balance sheet
(net percentages of banks reportinga deterioration in market access)
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Exhibit 7: Impact of targeted longer-term refinancing operations (TLTRO) Ill on banks’ financial
situation
Net percentages of banks reporting
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Box 1: strong monetary transmission

Members concurred that there was ample evidence that policy
tightening was being transmitted strongly to broader financing
conditions, including bank lending rates and money and credit flows.
ECB: minutes of the September 2023 meeting
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Box 2: managed smoothly so far

The historically large decline in excess liquidity at the end of June owing
to the maturing of a TLTRO Il operation had not resulted in any upward
pressure on money market rates

ECB: minutes of the September 2023 meeting

forecasts have also improved, by €4bn

Exhibit 8: Almost €80bn in revenue upgrades since the start of the rate cycle while impairment
Changein 2023E revenue and impairment forecasts since September 2021
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Exhibit 9: Euro area banks have kept their LCR high
Euro area banks: Liquidity Coverage Ratio relative to 100% requirement, 2016-23
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Exhibit 10: Euro area banks have kept cash the dominant part of HQLA
Euro area banks cash balances, % High Quality Liquid Assets,2016-23

90%
60%

30%

0%
304Q1Q2Q3Q4Q7Q2Q30Q40Q1Q2Q3040Q102Q30Q40Q1Q2Q30Q4Q10Q2Q30Q4Q1Q2Q
1616171717 1718181818191919192020202021212121222222222323

Source: BofA Global Research estimates, ECB
BofA GLOBAL RESEARCH

6 European Banks Strategy| 24 October 2023



BofA GLOBAL RESEARCH

Disclosures

Important Disclosures

FUNDAMENTAL EQUITY OPINIONKEY: Opinions include a Volatility Risk Rating, an Investment Rating and an Income Rating. VOLATILITY RISK RATINGS, indicators
of potential price fluctuation, are: A- Low, B - Medium and C - High. INVESTMENT RATINGS reflect the analyst’s assessment of bothastock’s absolute total return
potential as well as its attractiveness for investment relative to other stocks within its Coverage Cluster (definedbelow). Our investment ratings are: 1 - Buy stocks
are expected to have atotal returnof at least 10% and are the most attractive stocks in the coverage cluster; 2 - Neutral stocks are expectedto remainflat or
increase in value and are lessattractive than Buy rated stocks and 3 - Underperformstocks are the least attractive stocks in a coverage cluster. An investment rating
of 6 (No Rating) indicates that astockis no longer tradingon the basis of fundamentals. Analysts assign investment ratings considering, among otherthings, the O-
12 month total retum expectation for a stock and the firm’s guidelines for ratings dispersions (shownin the table below). The current price objective for a stock
should be referenced to betterunderstand the total return expectation at any given time. The price objective reflects the analyst’sview of the potential price
appreciation (depreciation).

Investmentrating  Total return expectation (within 12-month period of date of initial Ratings dispersion guidelines for coverage cluster®’
rating)
Buy > 10% <70%
Neutral > 0% <30%
Underperform N/A >20%

RIRatings dispersions may vary from time to time where BofA Global Researchbelieves it better reflects the investment prospects of stocks in a Coverage Cluster.

INCOME RATINGS, indicators of potential cash dividends, are: 7 - same/higher (dividend considered to be secure), 8 - same/lower (dividend notconsideredto be secure)
and 9 - pays no cash dividend. Coverage Cluster is comprised of stocks covered by asingle analyst or two or more analysts sharing acommon industry, sector,
region or other classification(s). Astock’s coverage cluster is includedin the most recentBofA Global Research report referencing the stock.

BofA Global Research personnel (including the analyst(s) responsible for this report) receive compensation based upon, among other factors, the overall profitability of Bank of America
Corporation, including profits derived from investment banking. The analyst(s) responsible for this report may also receive compensation based upon, among other factors, the overall
profitability of the Bank's sales and trading businesses relating to the class of securities or financial instruments for which such analyst is responsible.

Other Important Disclosures

From time to time research analysts conduct site visits of covered issuers. BofA Global Research policies prohibit research analysts from accepting payment or reimbursement for travel
expenses from the issuer for such visits.

Prices are indicative and for information purposes only. Except as otherwise stated in the report, for any recommendation in relation to an equity security, the price referenced is the publicly
traded price of the security as of close of business on the day prior to the date of the report or, if the report is published during intraday trading, the price referenced is indicative of the traded
price as of the date and time of the reportand in relation to a debt security (including equity preferred and CDS), prices are indicative as of the date and time of the report and are from various
sources including BofA Securities trading desks.

The date and time of completion of the production of any recommendation in this report shall be the date and time of dissemination of this report as recorded in the report timestamp.

Recipients who are not institutional investors or market professionals should seek the advice of their independent financial advisor before considering information in this report in connection
with any investment decision, or for a necessary explanation of its contents.

Officers of BofAS or one or more of its affiliates (other than research analysts) may have a financial interest in securities of the issuer(s) or in related investments.

Refer to BofA Global Research policies relating to conflicts of interest.

"BofA Securities includes BofA Securities, Inc. ("BofAS") and its affiliates. Investors should contact their BofA Securities representative or Merrill Global Wealth Management
financial advisorif they have questions concerning this report or concerning the appropriateness of any investment idea described herein for such investor. "BofA Securities" isa
global brand for BofA Global Research.

Information relating to Non-US affiliates of BofA Securities and Distribution of Affiliate Research Reports:

BofAS and/or Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated ('MLPF&S') may in the future distribute, information of the following non-US affiliates in the US (short name: legal name,
regulator): Merrill Lynch (South Africa): Merrill Lynch South Africa (Pty) Ltd., regulated by The Financial Service Board; MLI (UK): Merrill Lynch International, regulated by the Financial Conduct
Authority (FCA) and the Prudential Regulation Authority (PRA); BofASE (France): BofA Securities Europe SA is authorized by the Autorité de Contréle Prudentiel et de Résolution (ACPR) and
regulated by the ACPRand the Autorité des Marchés Financiers (AMF). BofA Securities Europe SA (‘BofASE") with registered address at 51, rue La Boétie, 75008 Paris is registered under no. 842
602 690 RCS Paris. Inaccordance with the provisions of French Code Monétaire et Financier (Monetary and Financial Code), BofASE is an établissement de crédit et d'investissement (credit and
investment institution) that is authorised and supervised by the European Central Bankand the Autorité de Controle Prudentiel et de Résolution (ACPR) and regulated by the ACPRand the
Autorité des Marchés Financiers. BofASE's share capital can be found at www.bofaml.com/BofASEdisclaimer; BofA Europe (Milan): Bank of America Europe Designated Activity Company, Milan
Branch, regulated by the Bank of Italy, the European Central Bank (ECB) and the Central Bank of Ireland (CBI); BofA Europe (Frankfurt): Bank of America Europe Designated Activity Company,
Frankfurt Branch regulated by BaFin, the ECB and the CBI; BofA Europe (Madrid): Bank of America Europe Designated Activity Company, Sucursal en Espafia, regulated by the Bank of Spain, the
ECB and the CBI; Merrill Lynch (Australia): Merrill Lynch Equities (Australia) Limited, regulated by the Australian Securities and Investments Commission; Merrill Lynch (Hong Kong): Merrill Lynch
(Asia Pacific) Limited, regulated by the Hong Kong Securities and Futures Commission (HKSFC); Merrill Lynch (Singapore): Merrill Lynch (Singapore) Pte Ltd, regulated by the Monetary Authority
of Singapore (MAS); Merrill Lynch (Canada): Merrill Lynch Canada Inc, regulated by the Investment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada; Merrill Lynch (Mexico): Merrill Lynch Mexico, SA de
CV, Casa de Bolsa, regulated by the Comisién Nacional Bancaria y de Valores; Merrill Lynch (Argentina): Merrill Lynch Argentina SA, regulated by Comision Nacional de Valores; BofAS Japan: BofA
Securities Japan Co., Ltd., regulated by the Financial Services Agency; Merrill Lynch (Seoul): Merrill Lynch International, LLC Seoul Branch, regulated by the Financial Supervisory Service; Merrill
Lynch (Taiwan): Merrill Lynch Securities (Taiwan) Ltd., regulated by the Securities and Futures Bureau; BofAS India: BofA Securities India Limited, regulated by the Securities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI); Merrill Lynch (Israel): Merrill Lynch Israel Limited, regulated by Israel Securities Authority; Merrill Lynch (DIFC): Merrill Lynch International (DIFC Branch), regulated by the Dubai
Financial Services Authority (DFSA); Merrill Lynch (Brazil): Merrill Lynch S.A. Corretora de Titulos e Valores Mobilidrios, regulated by Comissao de Valores Mobilidrios; Merrill Lynch KSA Company:
Merrill Lynch Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Company, regulated by the Capital Market Authority.

This information: has been approved for publication and is distributed in the United Kingdom (UK) to professional clients and eligible counterparties (as each is defined in the rules of the FCA
and the PRA) by MLI (UK), which is authorized by the PRA and regulated by the FCA and the PRA - details about the extent of our regulation by the FCA and PRA are available from us on request;
has been approved for publication and is distributed in the European Economic Area (EEA) by BofASE (France), which is authorized by the ACPRand regulated by the ACPRand the AMF; has
been considered and distributed in Japan by BofAS Japan, a registered securities dealer under the Financial Instruments and Exchange Actin Japan, or its permitted affiliates; is issued and
distributed in Hong Kong by Merrill Lynch (Hong Kong) which is regulated by HKSFC; is issued and distributed in Taiwan by Merrill Lynch (Taiwan); is issued and distributed in India by BofAS
India; and is issued and distributed in Singapore to institutional investors and/or accredited investors (each as defined under the Financial Advisers Regulations) by Merrill Lynch (Singapore)
(Company Registration No 198602883D). Merrill Lynch (Singapore) is regulated by MAS. Merrill Lynch Equities (Australia) Limited (ABN 65 006 276 795), AFS License 235132 (MLEA) distributes
this information in Australia only to 'Wholesale' clients as defined by s.761G of the Corporations Act 2001. With the exception of Bank of America N.A., Australia Branch, neither MLEA nor any of
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its affiliates involved in preparing this information is an Authorised Deposit-Taking Institution under the Banking Act 1959 nor regulated by the Australian Prudential Regulation Authority. No
approval is required for publication or distribution of this information in Brazil and its local distribution is by Merrill Lynch (Brazil) in accordance with applicable regulations. Merrill Lynch (DIFC) is
authorized and regulated by the DFSA. Information prepared and issued by Merrill Lynch (DIFC) is done so in accordance with the requirements of the DFSA conduct of business rules. BofA
Europe (Frankfurt) distributes this information in Germany and is regulated by BaFin, the ECB and the CBI. BofA Securities entities, including BofA Europe and BofASE (France), may
outsource/delegate the marketing and/or provision of certain research services or aspects of research services to other branches or members of the BofA Securities group. You may be contacted
by a different BofA Securities entity acting forand on behalf of your service provider where permitted by applicable law. This does not change your service provider. Please refer to the Electronic
Communications Disclaimers for further information.

This information has been prepared and issued by BofAS and/or one or more of its non-US affiliates. The author(s) of this information may not be licensed to carry on regulated activities in your
jurisdiction and, if not licensed, do not hold themselves out as being able to do so. BofAS and/or MLPF&S is the distributor of this information in the US and accepts full responsibility for
information distributed to BofAS and/or MLPF&S clients in the US by its non-US affiliates. Any US person receiving this information and wishing to effect any transaction inany security
discussed herein should do so through BofAS and/or MLPF&S and not such foreign affiliates. Hong Kong recipients of this information should contact Merrill Lynch (Asia Pacific) Limited in
respect of any matters relating to dealing in securities or provision of specific advice on securities or any other matters arising from, or in connection with, this information. Singapore recipients
of this information should contact Merrill Lynch (Singapore) Pte Ltd in respect of any matters arising from, or in connection with, this information. For clients that are not accredited investors,
expertinvestors or institutional investors Merrill Lynch (Singapore) Pte Ltd accepts full responsibility for the contents of this information distributed to such clients in Singapore.

General Investment Related Disclosures:

Taiwan Readers: Neither the information nor any opinion expressed herein constitutes an offer or a solicitation of an offer to transact in any securities or other financial instrument. No part of
this report may be used or reproduced or quoted in any manner whatsoever in Taiwan by the press or any other person without the express written consent of BofA Securities.

This document provides general information only, and has been prepared for, and is intended for general distribution to, BofA Securities clients. Neither the information nor any opinion
expressed constitutes an offer or an invitation to make an offer, to buy or sell any securities or other financial instrument or any derivative related to such securities or instruments (e.g., options,
futures, warrants, and contracts for differences). This document is not intended to provide personal investment advice and it does not take into account the specific investment objectives,
financial situation and the particular needs of, and is not directed to, any specific person(s). This documentand its content do not constitute, and should not be considered to constitute,
investment advice for purposes of ERISA, the US tax code, the Investment Advisers Act or otherwise. Investors should seek financial advice regarding the appropriateness of investing in financial
instruments and implementing investment strategies discussed or recommended in this document and should understand that statements regarding future prospects may not be realized. Any
decision to purchase or subscribe for securities in any offering must be based solely on existing public information on such security or the information in the prospectus or other offering
documentissued in connection with such offering, and not on this document

Securities and other financial instruments referred to herein, or recommended, offered or sold by BofA Securities, are not insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and are not
deposits or other obligations of any insured depository institution (including, Bank of America, N.A.). Investments in general and, derivatives, in particular, involve numerous risks, including,
among others, market risk, counterparty default risk and liquidity risk. No security, financial instrument or derivative is suitable forall investors. Digital assets are extremely speculative, volatile
and are largely unregulated. In some cases, securities and other financial instruments may be difficult to value or sell and reliable information about the value or risks related to the security or
financial instrument may be difficult to obtain. Investors should note that income from such securities and other financial instruments, if any, may fluctuate and that price or value of such
securities and instruments may rise or fall and, in some cases, investors may lose their entire principal investment. Past performance is not necessarily a guide to future performance. Levels and
basis for taxation may change.

This report may contain a short-term trading idea or recommendation, which highlights a specific near-term catalyst or event impacting the issuer or the market that is anticipated to have a
short-term price impact on the equity securities of the issuer. Short-term trading ideas and recommendations are different from and do not affect a stock's fundamental equity rating, which
reflects both a longer term total return expectation and attractiveness for investment relative to other stocks within its Coverage Cluster. Short-term trading ideas and recommendations may
be more or less positive than astock's fundamental equity rating.

BofA Securities is aware that the implementation of the ideas expressed in this report may depend upon an investor's ability to "short" securities or other financial instruments and that such
action may be limited by regulations prohibiting or restricting "shortselling" in many jurisdictions. Investors are urged to seek advice regarding the applicability of such regulations prior to
executing any shortidea contained in this report

Foreign currency rates of exchange may adversely affect the value, price or income of any security or financial instrument mentioned herein. Investors in such securities and instruments,
including ADRs, effectively assume currency risk.

BofAS or one of its affiliates is a regular issuer of traded financial instruments linked to securities that may have been recommended in this report. BofAS or one of its affiliates may, at any time,
hold a trading position (long or short) in the securities and financial instruments discussed in this report.

BofA Securities, through business units other than BofA Global Research, may have issued and may in the future issue trading ideas or recommendations that are inconsistent with, and reach
different conclusions from, the information presented herein. Such ideas or recommendations may reflect different time frames, assumptions, views and analytical methods of the persons who
prepared them, and BofA Securities is under no obligation to ensure that such other trading ideas or recommendations are brought to the attention of any recipient of this information.
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All opinions, projections and estimates constitute the judgment of the author as of the date of publication and are subject to change without notice. Prices also are subject to change without
notice. BofA Securities is under no obligation to update this information and BofA Securities ability to publish information on the subject issuer(s) in the future is subject to applicable quiet
periods. You should therefore assume that BofA Securities will not update any fact, circumstance or opinion contained herein.

Certain outstanding reports or investment opinions relating to securities, financial instruments and/or issuers may no longer be current. Always refer to the most recent research report relating
toan issuer prior to making an investment decision.

In some cases, an issuer may be classified as Restricted or may be Under Review or Extended Review. In each case, investors should consider any investment opinion relating to such issuer (or
its security and/or financial instruments) to be suspended or withdrawn and should not rely on the analyses and investment opinion(s) pertaining to such issuer (or its securities and/or financial
instruments) nor should the analyses or opinion(s) be considered a solicitation of any kind. Sales persons and financial advisors affiliated with BofAS or any of its affiliates may not solicit
purchases of securities or financial instruments that are Restricted or Under Review and may only solicit securities under Extended Review in accordance with firm policies.

Neither BofA Securities nor any officer or employee of BofA Securities accepts any liability whatsoever for any direct, indirect or consequential damages or losses arising from any use of this
information.
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